[Dissecting aneurysm of the thoracic aorta--the value of computed tomography].
For the detection and classification of dissection of the thoracic aorta, in cases where a corresponding tentative diagnosis is made on the basis of clinical and plain thorax radiographs with intravenous contrast medium, computed tomography is the method of choice. In cases in which, primarily, a Type A dissection is suspected, catheter angiography is to be preferred to CT, in spite of being the more invasive method, because it is the only method capable of supplying the information necessary for surgery. In all other cases of dissection of the thoracic aorta computed tomography has the highest clinical-diagnostic value. It furnishes an initial finding on the basis of which the course may be monitored without difficulty where there is a corresponding clinical indication. It is as yet impossible to judge how far routine magnetic resonance imaging will supplant or complement CT in making the initial clinical diagnosis.